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                 ‘T his essay’, Adrian Pabst’s book begins, ‘seeks to retrieve metaphysics and reveal its theological nature.’ The project sounds ambitious, and indeed it is. In fact, that sentence fails to capture the extent of Pabst’s ambition, since the duly retrieved and theologized metaphysics is deployed in a critique of modern political conceptions of the individual. Here we have grand theorizing at its grandest, and this is surely no bad thing of itself. We inhabit troubled times, in churches and polities alike, and such times are ripe for serious thinking about fundamentals. 
 The provision of just this sort of thinking is, of course, a central raison d’être for the Radical Orthodoxy school, and Pabst’s volume issues from the heart of this camp. It has its origins in a doctoral thesis supervised by Catherine Pickstock, is prefaced by an enthusiastic foreword from John Milbank, and is published in Conor Cunningham’s Interventions series. Its key claim is harmonious with Radical Orthodoxy’s attack on secular modernity: a purely secular, and yet satisfactory, account of the individuation of substance is impossible. Individuation can only be adequately accounted for within a hierarchical metaphysics of the sort proposed by Christian Neoplatonism. Acknowledging this, moreover, places us in a position to think politically in a new fashion, which transcends the customary dichotomies of left and right, state and individual. 
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